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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Sasonés Greetings:

ltds been an eventful year in the lighthouse preservation
started out with a new look for our Newsletter, saw our Flickr photo group grow to 1,024 members and 9,785 photos (as of
December 15), and successfully |l aunched a popul ar photograp
back cover of each issue of the Newsletter .

Article contributions have grown to the point where | dve ha
which to cut, especially from this particular issue. As atripr e
to Michigan to attend a | ighthouse ¢ onMogerNewsdmom Arbuad tlee Worldr , youf
wondt find them in this issue. If | was going to have to cu
have room for them in the next issue. Even after making those cuts, | still found myself without room to include some

important information provided by our Chairman, Jirgen Tronicke, regarding Canadian government plans to divest itself

of nearly 1,000 |ighthouses. Youdll find copies of J¢igrgends
supplement to the Newsletter .

This issue of the WLS Newsletter features several articles relating to the upcoming 200th anniversary celebration of the
lighting of the Bell Rock Lighthouse. Oh how | wish | coul d
February lin Arbroath, Scotland. Many events and celebrations will take place across Scotland throughout the year. If

you have the opportunity to attend any of them, please share your experiences with those of us who will sadly have to

miss them.

I nside these pages youdl |l find many interesting articles re
Canada and beyond. Included is a report on a new lighthouse on the River Elbe in Germany, news from the Association

of Lighthouse Keepers, three new book reviews and a new book announcement. You can ride along with Graham and

Dairne Rabbitts on their visit to Corduan Lighthouse in France, join Frans la Poutré as he explores the Suomenlinna Church

and Lighthouse in Finland, and read about the photographers who contributed the photos for our cover.

1 6d |i ke to take this opportunity to thank all/l of t h &ewgletterp |
during the past year. This publication is truly a work of its members, and | hope you will continue to put me in the difficul t
position of having to decide what to include in the next issue! Best wishes to everyone for a wonderful holiday season

and New Year!

Keep those lights burning!

Donna Suchomelly (U.S.A.)
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OFFICER & EXECUTIVE BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION

Ifyou wish to contact the World Lighthouse Society please contact:

Jiurgen Tronicke

Boskamp 65

D-2414 Gettorf

Germany

Tel: 0049 4346 6000 341

Email: chariman@worldlighthouses.org  or
trollights@t-online.de

Esbjorn Hillberg (Sweden)
Donso Backe 16

S43082 Donso.

Sweden

Email: esbjorn@hillberg.com

Vice Chairman: Lord Hector MacKenzie (Scotland)
Egbert Koch 60 Oxhill Place

Stauffenbergstr. 13 Keil Park, Dumbarton G82 4QU
22587 Hamburg Scotland

Germany Email: mackenzieh@parliament.uk
Tel: 0049 40860442

Email: EgbertW.Koch@t -online.de

l Administrative Officer

Peter Williams

32, Fairfax Road

London W4 1EW

United Kingdom

Email: treasurer@worldlighthouses.org

Gerry Douglas -Sherwood (England)
32 Queens Road

Bungay, Suffolk NR35 1RL

England

Email: gerryds@talktalk.net

Webmaster: Rosali_e Davis Gibb (England)
lan Wright . Japonica Lodge
18 Heol Conwy 54 Nelson Court, Watton

Thetford, Norfolk IP25 6EN
Abergele England
Efzrl\zN%IUT Email: rosalie.gibb@btinternet.com
North Wales

Email: webmaster@worldlighthouses.org

Newsletter Editor:
All contributions to the newsletter should be sent to:

Kathy Brown (Canada)

5 Whimsical Lake Crescent
Halifax, NS B3P 2P9
Canada

Email: Kathy@fromthesea.ca

Donna Suchomelly

1 Ironstone Drive

.| Reading, PA 19606, U.S.A.

Tel: 001 610 779 3260

Email: newsletter@worldlighthouses.org
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BELL ROCK LIGHTHOUSE CELEBRATES BICENTENARY DURING 2011

from the Northern Lighthotpse Boar
-I-he Bell Rock Lighthouse, named one of the Seven www.nlb.org.uk/InformationCentre/Bellrock/Main/

Wonders of the Industrial World, is being honored with a o hibiti 5 t il ¢
year -long celebration to mark its bicentenary. Once ne exni bl lon you wono wan °

hail ed as ot he mo st out s ttoa{rﬂvgl toﬁ(%tland geﬁd ?ah' aétpels\l%eﬁ)nal Museum

achievement of the 19 thcent ury, 6 it has ?fbs < dinh tr th § :blt ha ki ) d;dlca;%% th
with saving the lives of countless sailors. The Bell Rock is ° g ousefsthW|B I € dsp ii/h mar 'Egt de Shini
Scotl andds mo s t famous Ilghtarp]nlgrsgr%o € SRé)gé"g o%s% n ining - |
, Ieexhibit walln d|d s L

dangerous sandstone reef eleven miles east of Arbroath

and off the Angus coast of Scotland, the distinctive white be open through 3 April 2011 and focuses on the

tower is t he worl doés -washedde s ?”9'“e§fa Ian quqnt,qﬁ who, %e%gned and built the

lighthouse. It took Robert Stevenson and his men five
years to complete. During its construction, they suffered
huge waves, fierce storms and attack by navy gangs.

structures with a focus on the Ilghtkeepers who operated
them. Visitors to the exhibition can participate in
interactive displays as well as view lighthouse lenses,
models and trace developments in lighthouse
technology. Also displayed are 17 t century charts and
illustrations and replicas of early and modern day
lighthouses. First person accounts by lighthouse keepers
and their families are also available. Shining Lights
provides a fascinating account of Scottish engineering
ingenuity and the scientific developments behind the
building of the lighthouses as well as revealing the history
and personal stories about them. More information about
the exhibit can be found on the National Museum of
Scotl andds wwe.hbnssiadug . at

In more news related to the bicentenary, a team of stone
masons built replicas of the sandstone blocks used in the
building of the Bell Rock Lighthouse for use in an exhibit
located next to a replica of the lighthouse base course

at the Signal Tower Museum in Arbroath. The modern  -day

Bell Rock Lighthouse masons used their skills at the age -old craft while working
Photo by lan Cowe (Scotland) on the grounds of Arbroath Abbey. The exhibit is
WLS Flickr photo group member expected to be one of the centerpieces of the Year of
the Light cel ebrati on mar ki ng tthh € Be

February 1, 2011 will mark exactly 200 years since the anniversary. Additional information about the Year of the
beacon was first lit at the top of the 100 foot sentinel. Light may be found in a separate article in this copy of
Events are planned across Scotland throughout the year, the Newsletter.
including a spectacular fireworks display, a yacht regatta
and a memorial service to those who have lost their lives Donna Suchomelly (USA)
on the Bell Rock. For a more comprehensive list of the WLS Newsletter Editor

events planed thus far, a brochure may be downloaded

Left: Duluth Ship Canal South
Pier Lighthouse, USA
Photo by Peter Hawkins

Right: Niewpoort
Lighthouse,Belgium

Photo by Rinus Motmans

WLS Flickr Group Members
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THE YEAR OF THE LIGHT: CELEBRATING 200 YEARS OF THE BELL

ROCK LIGHTHOUSE
who commanded the ship where the builders stayed
whi | e they wer e constructing Be
lighthouse was in operation, Captain Taylor, who was the
son of a handloom weaver living near Arbroath, became
master of the lighthousefs suppl
appointed first Superintendent o f
station at the Signal Tower i pnp Ar
ol was brought up surrounded| by
connections to the Bell Rock and the lighthouse has
always fascinated me. My ancestral link to the Bell Rock
Lighthouse has shone down through the generations of
my family | ike a beacon of | ight.
Carolyn Siddalls from Arbroat/h de
of a |lighthouse enthusiast 9, an
increased following the discovery of several lightkeepers
on her extended family tree. 00n
are seven |lighthkeepers, é exp|l ain
them, David Charleson, actually served on the Bell Rock
but the others will have spent time there, as a spell on the
Bel I Rock was an i mportant part o

The Bell Rock Lighthouse 8 does it feature in your family tree?

Press Release

December 2, 2010

Arbroath Abbey

Shining the Light on Ancestral Links to the Bell Rock

Is your family connected to the Bell Rock? If one of your

ancestors helped to build the Bell Rock Lighthouse two

hundred years ago or was one of the lightkeepers on the

. o . Phot h by T T

Bell or maybe even lost his or her life in a shipwreck on CLOArapn Y —ony Treder

t he Bel | Roc k , t he organi sers of Arbroat hdos Year of t he

Light celebrati Id love to hear f . . .

ght celebrations wollld fove fo hear from you If you have an ancestral link to the Bell Rock or its

During the Year of the Light, a series of events and Ilghthpuse, let the Year of the Light team k”OW. by .

special occasions have been planned to take place in emailing RusseIIJ@Aqqus.qov.uk. For more information

and around Arbroath throughout 2011 to mark the about the Year of the Light and the celebrations

: " . '

bicentenary of the building of the Bell Rock Lighthouse f#rrgulr;(gng ihf' 2h(t)g t annl.vgtrsary of the corp]pleélon 0;

and the organisers are keen to hear the stories of the b PII ekl' Oh(t:h Ighthouse, visit www.angusahead.com

families who are inexorably linked with either the Bell clrockighthouse .

Rock orits lighthouse. Janet Russell (Scotland)

David Taylor, founder of  www.bellrock.org.uk and a ér b 'rtto ath and Area Partnership@fs Y

member of the Year of the Light Steering Committee, is % K

the great -great -great -grandson of Captain David Taylor, Usse Nus.gov.u



http://www.bellrock.org.uk/
mailto:RussellJ@Angus.gov.uk
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http://www.angusahead.com/bellrocklighthouse
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SIGNAL TOWER MUSEUM & BELL ROCK LIGHTHOUSE

The Signal Tower Museum

Photo by Colin Easton

-I-he Signal Tower Museum, Arbroath, on the east coast

of Scotland, is undergoing a major refurbishment in time
for celebration of the bicentenary of the Bell Rock
Lighthouse in 2011.

The lighthouse was built between 1807 and 1811 to a
design by Robert Stevenson, and still fulfils its original
purpose of alerting mariners to the location of the
dangerous Inchcape Reef, or Bell Rock, 11 miles off  -shore
from Arbroath. The structure is the oldest existing rock
lighthouse in the British Isles. Operated by the Northern

BELL ROCK LIGHTHOUSE WEBSITE

Lighthouse Board, it has been automated since 1988.

The Signal Tower building, by Arbroath Harbour, was
constructed as the shore base for the lighthouse. It was
home for the |l ighthouse
keepers themselves while on
name derives from its other role as a signalling station
passing messages between the lighthouse and the
mainland. The site has been a museum since 1974.

Refurbishment work will include the creation of new
di spl ays, focussing on
including the link with the lighthouse. 2011 has been
named The Year of the Light and bicentenary
celebrations are to run throughout the year in various
parts of Scotland, particularly Arbroath and Edinburgh.

Although the museum will be closed during the
refurbishment period, members of the public can still
make contact by email, on signal.tower@angus.gov.uk
Information on The Year of the Light celebrations is
available at http://www.angusahead.com/
bellrocklighthouse/

Colin Easton_

Curator, Signal Tower Museum
Ladyloan, Arbroath DD11 1PU
01241 435802
eastonca@angus.gov.uk

Also available through

Gateway to the Glens Museum

32 High Street, Kirriemuir DD8 4BS
01575 575479
eastonca@angus.gov.uk

-I-o celebrate the forthcoming Bicentennial, there is now

a 10-page supplement available at
www.bellrock.org.uk to celebrate the event.

Contents:
In Memoriam and Injury List - To the men who built the
lighthouse and to those who died during its construction.

Biographies - A genealogical insight into some of the key
men who built it. Correspondence - A select choice of
letters sent by Robert Stevenson to Capt. David Taylor
giving a clear insight into Stevenson's character and work
ethos.

A Tale of Two Serpents - A link between Scotland and
Newfoundland.
Rock

Photographic Overview - A selection of Bell

Lighthouse photographics . . . and more of the Georgian
kind! Plus Eddie Dishon's contribution to the Bicentennial.

Newspaper Cuttings - An eclectic mix of newspaper
cuttings mainly from "The Scotsman”, "Arbroath Guide"
and "Arbroath Herald".

Anniversaries - An account of WHAT WAS DONE and

WHAT WASN'T DONE over 200 years of the Bell Rock
Lighthouse's anniversaries - 50, 100, 150 and 200 years of
celebration.

Miscellany - A ragbag of interesting facts collected on
the way through these researches.

Website Statistics - The world's interest in the Bell Rock
Lighthouse (2003 -2010).

David Taylor (Scotland)
WLS Member

keep

q
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MUSEUM OF SCOTTISH LIGHTHOUSES

-I-he Museumds fifteenth year h

changes in the galleries, a Royal Visit and the work
towards the celebrations for the bi  -centenary of the
building of the Bell Rock Lighthouse.

The Museum has made some stunning alterations. The
Top Gallery has been improved and the new Bell Rock
Model installed in pride of place; all thanks to a student
from Newcastle University.

The Museum has had great success working with students
i n t he past and Newcast |
programme enabled one student to get her hands on a
whole gallery to revamp. New quiz questions and a signal
flag activity have been introduced for younger visitors,
while older visitors will also appreciate the displays

e

as been a busy one with

Uni versityds pl acement

focusing on the Northern Li ghtywnethshe MuBndisaisLighdhshdd kindaird He@d €

and lighthouse environments.

The new Bell Rock model was officially unveiled by HRH
The Princess Royal during her visit to the Museum in July.
The Model, made by local modellers, shows in detail the
challenges of building the Bell Rock Lighthouse. It
includes figures representing lighthouse builders and
Robert Stevenson is himself represented in a top hat. The
model really brings to life the challenges of building the
Bell Rock to an audience used to modern technology
and comforts.

i

HRH The Princess Royal & Pete Danks

Winter is a pleasant time at The Museum of Scottish
Lighthouses. Last year the snows prevented many of our
visitors from appreciating the winter scenery. However
the snows did enable the Museum to produce our new
Christmas Cards which will be available from our shop
and on our website. This winter the Museum hopes to
have a less picture postcard scene and welcome winter
visitors with the warmth and enthusiasm of our guides.

As we go into the New Year, The Museum of Scottish
Lighthouses is looking forward to February 2011 and the
Bell Rock bi -centenary. This will be a great opportunity to
raise the profile of lighthouses world wide. There is already
considerable interest in the celebrations and the Museum
will support all the planned celebrations. Most importantly
the Signal Tower Museum in Arbroath is being refurbished.
The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses is helping staff at the
Signal Tower to re -tell the story of the Bell Rock in objects
and images and a minor light has been transferred from
the Museum to the care of Angus Council to provide a
focal point for t he |l ocal c
2011.

The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses is also working to
provide more of its collection on loan to other museums
for temporary exhibitions. Museums which have
accepted loans from the Museum include National
Museums Scotland and National Maritime Museum,
Cornwall.

The Museum is also working in partnership with Aberdeen
Maritime Museum to create two temporary exhibitions in

q

Aberdeen. oLife on the Rockso wi

from the Keith Allardyce Collection showing the
chall enges of l'iving on roc
Mar ki ngo wi || show the diffe
the Scottish seas. Aberdeen Maritime Museum
permanently displays the lens from Rattray Head
Lighthouse and has worked with the Museum on many
occasions. Life on the Rocks will also become one of the
Museumds many online exhibiti

Naturally The Museum of Scottish Lighthouses is looking to
capitalise on the renewed interest that the Bell Rock bi -

k I
ent

ons.
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