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Can you believe it? Here we are with another year behind us and a new one to look

improved efforts to protect our maritime heritage and the lighthouses and lightships we are so
passionate about. Although at times we are saddened by reports of lighthouses that have
been lost due to neglect, deliberate destruction or the forces of nature, such as the

lighthouses damaged by the March earthquake (2nd Quarter 2011 issue, pages 5 and 25).

news within these pages, but also by writing to government officials to express our dismay over the threatened removal of all

done, WL S 6, and by that | mean all of you, because without
world would be a much darker place.

And now it is time to look ahead with renewed hope and determination to fulfill the aims of our Society, to continue our work

forward to seeing what opportunities 2012 bring. Let us all challenge ourselves to join in the efforts to fulfill those goals
Volunteer for an hour, a day, or more at a lighthouse, or do research for one of our working groups. Visit a lighthouse, give
donation, write to us about your adventures and/or send us your photos. Your efforts need not be grand to make a
difference, but together our combined efforts can make a huge impact. Make a choice to be part of the solution instead of

part of the problem of indifference that seems to plague the world today. Help us to keep our lights shining.

May you all find fair winds and following seas in 2012 and beyond.
Donna Suchomelly (U.S.A.)

a

forward to. | dondt know about all of you, but||l t
a i st of t he year@dMsotacjcosmp!| imsyh mewn s but of t
accomplishments of others that come to mind. | like to end the year in a state of gratitude for

al l that has passed, even the things that welriend
occurrence. You see everything that happens, good or bad, teaches us a lesson and in time

makes us stronger; At least | like to think so.

Looking back through the pages o fNewslétter, | avetd v gle asred

destruction of t he Fi sher mands Har bour Lighthopus

However wedve also | earned about the efforts of so many dedijcat ¢

protect their countryds | ighthouses from demanning and neglect d
members have joined in efforts to support efforts to protect anoc

funding for the Museum of Scottish Lighthouses (see page 35ndf tfF
celebrations, life as a lightkeeper and travels to |ighthoudles

your

of promoting, preserving and protecting the worldds | ighthouses
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OFFICER & EXECUTIVE BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION

Ifyou wish to contact the World Lighthouse Society please contact:

Chairman:

Jurgen Tronicke

Boskamp 65

D-2414 Gettorf

Germany

Tel: 0049 4346 6000 341

Email: chariman@worldlighthouses.org

trollights@t-online.de

or

Vice Chairman:

Egbert Koch

Stauffenbergstr. 13

22587 Hamburg

Germany

Tel: 0049 40860442

Email: EgbertW.Koch@t -online.de

" i Administrative Officer

Peter Williams

The Anchorage

Craignure

Isle of Mull

PAG5 6AY

Scotland

Email: treasurer@worldlighthouses.org

Webmaster:

lan Wright

18 Heol Conwy

Abergele

Conwy

LL22 7UT

North Wales

Email: webmaster@worldlighthouses.org

Newsletter Editor:
All contributions to the newsletter should be sent to:

Donna Suchomelly
1 Ironstone Drive
..{ Reading, PA 19606, U.S.A.
5| Tel: 001 610 779 3260
Email: newsletter@worldlighthouses.org

Esbjérn Hillberg (Sweden)
Donso Backe 16

S43082 Donso.

Sweden

Email: esbjorn@bhillberg.com

Lord Hector MacKenzie (Scotland)
60 Oxhill Place

Keil Park, Dumbarton G82 4QU
Scotland

Email: mackenzieh@parliament.uk

Gerry Douglas -Sherwood (England)
32 Queens Road

Bungay, Suffolk NR35 1RL

England

Email: gerryds@talktalk.net

Rosalie Davis Gibb (England)
Japonica Lodge

54 Nelson Court, Watton

Thetford, Norfolk IP25 6EN
England

Email: _rosalie.gibb@btinternet.com

Kathy Brown (Canada)

5 Whimsical Lake Crescent
Halifax, NS B3P 2P9
Canada

Email: Kathy@fromthesea.ca
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Onaheadlandonthesouthsideoftheentrancetothe The area around Culburra was porigi
Shoalhaven River, north of Culburra Beach, New South Pointo after Ge ?jr gce | Vgh eeler, ht. h eh
Wales (NSW), Australia, stands the diminutive Crookhaven Zbr €a | W ihs Ei € ;Qiom eb land ud lu ' rHa ’ whi ¢
Heads Light. The white, cylindrical tower stands 7 meters H ﬁ”gma in the mid - S by fan eveloper Henry
(23 feet) tall, had a focal height of 22 meters (72 feet), alloran.
and a range of 6 nautical miles. Up until recently, the o . .
lighthouse was considered by some as being the most SPO%?:EZVZE dvﬁrs]b:r tzr'vg'r?d (zzlltgwr\:Vhtﬁ;e cir:s[,)ts ¥vhoeuliitply
endangered lighthouse in New South Wales, suffering from Srovided produce 1o SF;/dney and the Shoalh;':lven Rivc)alr
repeated vandalism and in a severely deteriorated L .
condition. In July 2010, funding was allocated for \éva; a significant access point for goods to be taken to
restoration of the lighthouse, giving hope to many that the yaney.
lonely little lighthouse would at last be saved. . . - .
A pilot station was commissioned in the area on 1
February 1872. The first navigational light in the area, a red
l antern made from a shipds masthe

Crookhaven Heads Lighthouse
Photo by lan Clifford

Culburra Beach is in the Shoalhaven region of New South
Wales, about 18 km east -southeast of Nowra on the south
coast. It is a small seaside town and a popular holiday,
fishing and surfing destination, flanked by the Crookhaven
River to the north and west, and Lake Wollumboola to the
south.
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Crookhaven Heads
Lighthouse

Pyree
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poles, was erected at the mouth of the Shoalhaven River
in 1882. This was later replaced by a wooden lighthouse
built as part of the Shoalhaven Signal Station where
Thomas Bishop served as the first keeper. The tower held a
brass lantern. The current brick lighthouse, commissioned
in 1904, was located 200 metres (660 ft.) west of the old
wooden lighthouse, which was demolished the next day. It
was attached to a one -story service building, and both
structures were painted white. The name of the station
was changed to Crookhaven Heads at that time. The
lantern in the tower, which dates back to 1863, originally
came from the former lighthouse at Cape St. George
which was decommissioned upon the completion of the
Pt. Perpendicular Lighthouse in 1899.

Crookhaven Heads Lighthouse c. 1908

Photo courtesy of Wollongong City Library &
lllawarra Historical Society
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Little more is known of the history of Crookhaven Heads
Lighthouse. The light was automated when a solar optic
was installed in the late 20 t century, leaving the tower to
succumb to the destructive forces of the environment and
vandalism. It was restored in the 1990s and wire mesh was
placed around the lantern room in an attempt to protect

it from further vandalism. However no plan for an ongoing
presence was initiated and it was quickly vandalized
again, leaving every piece of glass in the lantern broken
despite the protective mesh.

In 2007 steps were taken to strip away the thicket
surrounding the tower so it would be more visible from the
nearby village. However without a permanent solution to
protect the site, authorities were reluctant to provide more
funds for the towerf6s restora
spent $25,600 (AUD) to install a separate light on top of the
tower to protect it from vandalism. Unfortunately, the
tower itself remained accessible to vandals who broke
and removed doors and dumped trash inside. The
vegetation around the isolated lighthouse, which is
located on a headland some distance from the nearest
houses, grew back, hiding the acts of vandalism.

Finally, in July 2010, an announcement was made that
$100,000 (AUD) was allocated for restoration of the
lighthouse by NSW Minister of Lands Tony Kelly. The funds
financed a study to determine the extent of the work
required on the lighthouse as well as work on the initial
steps to restore the tower. Lighthouses of Australia (LOA)
President lan Clifford became involved in discussions as to
the best way to save the tower and it was decided that
before any money could be spent on renovations, a plan
to safeguard the tower from further vandalism had to be
put in place.

Commonwealth,

at Nowra worked on clearing and preparing the grounds
around the lighthouse before the lantern was lifted away.
The Navy was instrumental in lifting the lantern room to the
ground using one of its Sea King helicopters. Then a local
firm provided a crane to lift the pieces onto a truck for
transporting to the South Coast Correctional Centre for
restoration by its community projects work gang. Work on
the lantern was expected to begin early in 2012 and no
time frame was set for its completion.

Sea King lifting lantern
Photo by lan Clifford

Meanwhile, Shoalhaven City Council formed a committee
that is looking into options to raise additional funds for the
restoration project. In addition, a friends of the lighthouse
group will be formed, making it possible for more people
to get involved in the project.

state and local
agencies became
involved in the
mammoth project to
renovate the
lighthouse that was
once considered a
hopeless cause. In
early December 2011
Engineers from the
division of Crown
Lands prepared the
Il ight housed
for removal, and
secured the rest of
the building from
further deterioration.
A team of inmates
and community
offender services from
the South Coast
Correctional Centre

Lantern prior to removal

Photo by lan Clifford

Crookhaven Heads Lighthouse after the lantern removal

Photo by lan Clifford
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Crookhaven Heads Lighthouse sits on land owned and Hodgkins. Hon. Katrina. ORestoratio
managed by the NSW Land and Property Management Begins6. Media Release. 7 December
Authority. The lighthouse, however, is managed by NSW Ingustries; Minister for Small Business. :
o 9 ! ! 9 y http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/419573/201
Maritime. 11207-RESTORATIOMF-HISTORIGCROOKHAVEN-LIGHTHOUSE
BEGINS.pdf
References: oLi ghthouse Lift Demonstrates What
OA Bright Mom¥éear i Hi at dOy 6. Souatiph Co a it/ vRe goutBebadtiegister.com.au/news/opinion/editorial/gen
www.southcoastregister.com.au/news/local/news/general/a -bright eralllighthouse _-lift-dem . 9 December 2011.
-moment -in-a-10. Retrieved 14 December 2011. Searl e, Garry. o0Call to Rescue Croo
0Crookhaven Heads Lighto6. Wi kipedia. Vol10No.3.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crookhaven_Heads_Light . http://www.lighthouse.net.au/lights/Bulletin/0808/SaveCrookhaven.
06Crookhaven Heads Lighto. asp?fSrc=bulletin . June 2008.
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Crookhaven -Heads - Searl e, Garry. 0 CrLligbtiobsaswieNew SdetraVdaes .
Light/150071011697206 . Retrieved 13 January 2012. Seaside Lights.
Hanscombe, John & Lat ham, OffdLdkeight 0 We  Hkiad:¥vevw.bebsfddlights.com.au/au/nsw/crookhaven.asp?fState=
Gets a Little Help From Above. 6 SouthkswCoast Register. Retrieved 13
January 2012. 0The Crookhaven He didghdhousds gf NewtSouths e 6 .
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/news/local/news/general/ Wales. Lighthouses of Australia, Inc.
we -have -liftoff -crook -lig. http://www.lighthouse.net.au/lights/nsw/Crookhaven/Crookhaven.
OHi storic Lighthouse on Crookhaven Hemnd! anddé. Heritage Touri sm.
http://www.heritagetourism.com.au/historic -lighthouse -on-
crookhaven -headland/ Donna Suchomelly (U.S.A.)

OHi storydé. Cul burra Beach Progress AwWBDNewddttbrEfitor | nc .
http://www.culburrabeach.org.au/location/history/

ITS ALL IN THE DETAIL

metalwork
M any people would consider that lighthouses would be components of the
structure as identified
in the pictures shown.

designed and built as utilitarian industrial buildings and in
the 21st century that may well be the case with the last
major lighthouse in Scotland built on Hyskeir constructed
from concrete, aluminium and GRP (Glass Reinforced
Plastic, also known as Fiberglas).

Initial research has
indicated that the use
of ornate symbols in

) the cast iron lantern
Early in the 19t century when Robert Stevenson, founder panels, handrails and

of the Stevenson family dynasty of lighthouse engineers
who were responsible for building almost 200 lighthouses in
Scotland and many more around the world, was building
his first lighthouses it was clear that he must have been
primarily interested in the stability and strength of the
lighthouse and the e
effectiveness of the
light to protect the
mariner. However he
also took great care
to produce both
elegant buildings
such as the Bell Rock,
Inchkeith and the Isle
of May and at least
some small part of
which  showed the
high  standard  of
design incorporated,
for example in the Isle of May Lighthouse
library at the Bell Rock

and the board room at the Isle of May.

ladders occurs in two
distinct styles of Pladda - external General View

lighthouses. Lantern

To date | have identified four Robert Stevenson lighthouses
at Buchan Ness, Peterhead (1827), Girdleness, Aberdeen
mid tower light (1831 -33), Lismore, near Oban (1833) and
Pl adda, Arran | ower Il i ght (1
paned lanterns with a blank sector in which each panel
contains a relief moulding inside and outside. The two
original Calf of Man Lighthouses in the Isle of Man have
square paned lanterns but no blank sectors so they do not

; % appear to fit in with the
style of the other five.
Little Ross also has a
blank sector with relief
mouldings  but  the
details were adopted
by his son Alan who
completed the light in
1843.

. . The remaining Robert
In addition to this he has left special marks on several of his Lismore - e“‘gg;‘;gii‘] HandHold& . - con lighthouses

lighthouses in the mouldings and reliefs in various EE—— have triangular paned

n of
2011

s Pos

khave

8206
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http://www.heritagetourism.com.au/historic-lighthouse-on-crookhaven-headland/
http://www.culburrabeach.org.au/location/history/
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lanterns where any blank have some Masonic
panels do not have relevance.
mouldings apart  from
occasionally At Lismore lighthouse

at the joint of the astragals.
Many of these other lights,
for example  Sumburgh
Head, Barra Head, Point of
Ayre and Corsewall also
have an open spiral
staircase  with  moulded
balusters to the handrail,
basket weave handrails
around the balcony and
some of the other features
mentioned above. It
appears from old
photographs that some of
these lighthouses were initially constructed with square
paned lanterns which were replaced with triangular
paned lanterns during modernisation works in the 19 th
century.

Lismore - external Ladder
Alligator

The detail on the relief mouldings is varied with subjects
such St Andrew and St George, the Sun and the Moon,
the Thistle and the Rose; lighthouse related items such as
Pharos lighthouse and NLB badge; and marine related
items such as a sextant or various anchors. Others may
have religious connotations as Robert Stevenson was well
known for his strongly held religious significance with
symbol s such as t he Cherub,
Bush. It has also been suggested that some others may

and from photographs
at Pladda lower light
there is also a band of
smaller mouldings in the
area just below the
gutter. There are three

on each panel which
!l leaves scope for up to

T
A\\é% K“"[f Dl

48 different symbols,
Lismore - external Basket Weave some of which are
Handrail shown. These include

most of those covered
on the blank panels but many more showing different
characters, an original buoy and beacon used on early
NLB uniform buttons and several others whose
significance | can only guess at. From the photographs it
also appears that this detail occurs at Pladda lower light.

| would be interested to hear from anyone who has
further information on any of the symbols or indeed
examples of similar symbols from NLB lighthouses or in
other countries of the world.

Bob Mclntosh, CEng, MICE
Projects Group & Team Leader
Northern Lighthouse Board

Bdbs@oR@.8k Mitre

or Bur ni

ng

Top, L to R: Lismorefi internal St. Andrew, external St. George, internal pharos, external sextant

Middle, Lto R: Lismorefie xt er nal

cherub,

external Bi s h o fidnernahmanr e , inter

Bottom: Lismorre fi external upper mouldings

nal
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THE INTERNET AND LIGHTHOUSES

Muckle Flugga)

Lighthouses have since automation become a subject of Youtube.com -( Li ght hous € Servedhe Mdiser
Documentary, etc.) Itis possible to download items that

great interest with the general public, etc. Numerous it i i PC &
books, photographs & articles have been published L nter %Skt tz 0 ub it o your own i
detailing individual lighthouse histories and lighthouse €€p going back 1o the WebsIte.

keepersd® reminisces. Such pubIgﬁw?qﬁ—s'(ogdgf%b%tmmgoompﬂeI t he

challenge of seeking out yet more information and _TM_ nghthotgehi)k?otograpfh\s/\)/ tern Great Lak
snippets of news. errypepper.com - (Lighthouses of Western Great Lakes)

Canmore.rcahms.gov.uk - (Historical monuments of
Scotland, plenty of old black & white photographs)
Unc.edu/~rowlett/lighthouse - (Site detailing World

The Internet is now rapidly becoming an excellent source
of information with much of it free, thanks to Pharologists

and other like -minded folk uploading their own D nghthousl_esh)th Hist fOld D
information, photographs, etc. ungenesslighthouse.com - History o ungeness
Lighthouse

Bellrock.org.uk - A wealth of material relating to the
building etc. of Bell Rock.
Lowestoftmaritimemuseum.org.uk - Lowestoft Lighthouse
Eddystoneeel.com & Eddystone Lighthouse
Lighthousestampsociety.org 8 Lighthouses on postage

Recently | was looking for information on lighthouses pre -
1900. On starting the search | was guided to the
Scribdn.com website where | entered lighthouses as a
search word. Much to my surprise | was able to access a
full copy of Lighthouses & Lightships 1871, which was
available for download. Need| esﬁsgﬁl?_r:g a?ncosulile %LifelasaCL?HtrlogsgI?eé er(}lé?Beaicht
quickly enough. Further searches revealed a plethora of Head et 9 P y
articles on lighthouses. This is a site well worth perusing. Lifeonlewis.blogspot.com 3 Tales of the Outer Hebrides &
Flannan Isle

Listed below are other sites that | have found useful. If Scotliaht 5 Eventually this will tai illustrated
. : . ghts.
other members have found interesting sites | would be UL B LU ventually this will contain an ustrate
list of all marine navigational aids around the coast of

pleased to have details. (My e -mail address is Scotland
dave@djwilkinson.fsnet.co.uk )and | &1 | k-te -dape an tc?fh T) ) K 5 Butt of Lewi
listing which can be accessed by WLS members. Lot et uttorLewis

Dave Wilkinson (England)

Clydeport.co.uk - (Copy of Clyde Lighthouses 1756 0 1956

for download) WLS Member
Secretscotland.org.uk - (Bona Lighthouse)
Lonely -Isles.com - (Scottish Lighthouses) Edi t or &lbtavé\ond teadd to your list, Dave:
Judnick.com _ - (Lighthouses of Alderney) pharology.eu/index.html - A website containing the
Geography.org.uk__ - (Photographs) collected writings of Dr Ken Trethewey, author and
Ssa.nls.uk (Archive film footage featuring Lighthouse lighthouse historian, as well as a founding member of the
tender Pharos 1958 & 1963, Lismore Lighthouse, Relief at WLS.

TRI P ADOWN ARRIENRAY 2011

-I-his i s a brief account of ofur Trip oDown Under o6 to

Australia and New Zealand. Thanks to Quantas, we had
an extra 10 hour stopover in Singapore; therefore we lost a
complete day in Sydney. We made full use of the
remaining time to cram as much into the 3 days in
Australia as possible.

First, we ventured down into Darling Harbour, where we
found Cape Bowling Green Lighthouse, located on the

wharf at the Australian National Maritime Museum. Built in
1874 and relocated to here in 1987, it was originally
located on Cape Bowling Green, a lengthy headland

ending with a long, low sand spit about 30 kilometres
(19 mi) from Ayr, Queensland. Due to the rain that day,
the usual lighthouse tour inside was cancelled. Cape Bowling Green Lighthouse

t
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