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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Wel come t o tWoedLighthowse Society Newsletter ! | am looking forward to hearing your comments regard-
ing the new layout and hope you will approve of our new look. Our Society is growing (245 members at last count)
and | thought the Newsletter was long overdue for some improvements. Some of our members requested a single -
column | ayout for ease of reading on a computer screen, Sg yol
Please let me know what you think of all of the changes.
I f you havendt already taken awiwdliokkcora/droupsiz091WIDSI21F |,ipleakerdo! §inceup at
our last issue of the Newsletter , we have gained a total of 356 members in the group and an outstanding collection of
almost 4,000 photos as of March 16. You will see many fine examples of the photos being contributed to the WLS Flickr
group included in the pages of the Newsletter in this and future issues. The Flickr photo group has also been successful
in introducing prospective new members to join our Society. What a terrific way to start out the new year! For more
information on how to join the WLS Flickr photo group, please refer to the article on page 24 of the 4th Quarter 2009
issue of the Newsletter or contact lan Wright (Webmaster) or your editor. Contact information is located on page 3 the
Newsletter .
I f youdbve visited t wewwsdlightreotsysthrs Ivately, yauiwill kave(noticed some changes there,
too. lan Wright has been very busy working on a new layout for the website and we welcome any comments you may
have. Pl ease keep in mind that the Onewd website is a workj|in
here and there. If you happen to find one, please let us know.
The Architecture Work Groupds photo Gallery has also undertaker
site. The photos have been arranged in new categories and displayed in a grid as thumbnail images. Clicking on the
image will bring you to an enlarged image accompanied by some brief information about each light. Please consider
contributing your lighthouse photos to the gallery and help us to reach our goal of including a photo for every existing
lighthouse in the world. If you would like more information about contributing your photos, please contact the Editor or
lan Wright.
This issue of the Newsletter is full of many of your old favorites, such  Identify the Light , a new Member Profile , new Book
Reviews, and Part 5 of The Light on Top . Youdl | also find some terrific articles al
nia, Scotland and the United States, as well as some other countries, and a very interesting article written by a former
light keeper called Tending the Light .
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OFFICER & EXECUTIVE BOARD CONTACT INFORMATION

Ifyou wish to contact the World Lighthouse Society please contact:

Jurgen Tronicke

Boskamp 65

D-2414 Gettorf

Germany

Tel: 0049 4346 6000 341

Email: chariman@worldlighthouses.org
or

trollights@t-online.de

Esbjorn Hillberg (Sweden)
Donso Backe 16

S43082 Donso.

Sweden

Email: esbjorn@hillberg.com

Vice Chairman: Lord Hector MacKenzie (Scotland)
Egbert Koch 60 Oxhill Place

Stauffenbergstr. 13 Keil Park, Dumbarton G82 4QU
22587 Hamburg Scotland

Germany Email: mackenzieh@parliament.uk
Tel: 0049 40860442

Email: EgbertW.Koch@t -online.de

i Administrative Officer

Peter Williams

32, Fairfax Road

London W4 1EW

United Kingdom

Email: treasurer@worldlighthouses.org

Gerry Douglas -Sherwood (England)
32 Queens Road

Bungay, Suffolk NR35 1RL

England

Email: gerryds@talktalk.net

Webmaster: Rosalig Davis Gibb (England)
lan Wright Japonica Lodge
18 Heol Conwy 54 Nelson Court, Watton

Thetford, Norfolk IP25 6EN
Abergele England
EI?;;V)?/UT Email: rosalie.gibb@btinternet.com
North Wales

Email: webmaster@worldlighthouses.org

Newsletter Editor:
All contributions to the newsletter should be sent to:

Kathy Brown (Canada)

5 Whimsical Lake Crescent
Halifax, NS B3P 2P9
Canada

Email: Kathy@fromthesea.ca

Donna Suchomelly
1 Ironstone Drive
Reading, PA 19606, U.S.A.
-g“ Tel: 001 610 779 3260
Email: newsletter@worldlighthouses.org
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MEMBERSHIP

*U.S.A. Membership applications and fees (U.S. check or
Ifyou know anyone who might be interested in joining WLS, money order made payable to 0Do

a once only joining fee of £20 [25 Euro, US $35*] to cover ad- be sent to:
ministration costs has been initiated, to cover both individual

and organisation memberships. Donna Suchomelly

1 Ironstone Drive
Reading PA 19606 U.S.A.

For members without Internet access, hard copies of the ) .
Email: newsletter@worldlighthouses.org

newsletter will be mailed for a  yearly printing fee of £25 (30
Euro, US $40%).

Membership fees can also be paid via PayPal by contacting

Payment can be made by GBPE cheque made payable to the Administrative Officer at the above address.

OWorl d Lighthouse Soci ety PLEABK
NOTE:We cannot process any checks other than GBP Sterling
cheques, and we can no longer accept MasterCard or Visa.

baBkrh_otes,_ or Eur os.
Membership Statistics as of March 15, 2010
Organizations: 16

Membership applications and fees may be sent to:
Individuals: 229

Administrative Officer

32, Fairfax Road Countries represented: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile,
London W4 1EW Croatia, England, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hong
United Kingdom Kong, India, Ireland, Japan, The Netherlands, New Zealand,
Email: treasurer@worldlighthouses.org Norway, Scotland, Sweden, United States of America

MEMBER PROFILE

\]ulia Elton is an antiquarian book seller specialising in the history of British, European and

American engineering history from the 17 t to the early 20 t centuries. Through her long -
standing membership of the Newcomen Society, the Institution of Structural Engineers History

Study Group and the Association for Industrial Archaeology she has been fortunate to know

well some great engineers and historians who taught her a great deal both about the litera-

ture of engineering as well as its practice, both past and present.

Her interest in lighthouses sprang from her friendship with Douglas Hague, author of one of
the best books on the subject. From the start she was puzzled to find that although an enor-
mous amount was known about the construction of the towers and the lives and difficulties of
the men who operated the light, it was much harder to find any detailed information about

the optics, apart from Augustin Fresnel ds own

presidenti al address for the Newcomen Society

Darknessao. For the paper she drew extensively

trace an historical progression of the develop

big sophisticated optics in use by the end of the 19 th century.

When not struggling to understand the scientific principles behind refracting glass lenses she Julia Elton, performing a
continues to catalogue books, to contribute ent demonstration in the hsitituf
coming third volume of its Biographical Dictionary and to play Baroque chamber music. Wrought Iron Works for the

Julia Elton (England)
WLS Member

Please join us in welcoming the following new members:

Julia Elton (England)
Michael Lindley (England)
Christopher Lucas (U.S.A.)
Larry Myhre (U.S.A))
Martin Carter (England)
Elie Ellingsve (Norway)
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BOOK REVIEWS

ON THE ROCKS

By Lawrence Tulloch, 2009

The Shetland Times, Gremista, Lerwick, Shetland, ZE1 OPX. www.shetland -books.co.uk . Paperback, A5, 291pp, illustrated. ISBN
978-1-904746-46-1. RRP £15.99.

It has to be born in mind right from the start that the southern tip of the Shetland Isles strad-
dles the same latitude as Oslo in Norway, Southern Greenland and South Alaska. Communi-

ties are sparse but closely knit. The coastline is strewn with small offshore islands, some in-
habited, but most long since abandoned when even basic survival became simply too
tenuous. That same ruggedness extends to the storm  -lashed crags of the Western Isles, both
famous and infamous for deep and dangerous lochs, sounds, fierce tidal races, towering

cliffs and hidden reefs.

Lawrence is a native of Yell, the principal island north of the Shetland mainland, not re-
nowned for plentiful jobs and available housing. With a new fiancé to consider and unem-
ployment snapping at his heels in 1971, he answered an advertisement placed in the local
newspaper by the Northern Lighthouse Board for the position of lightkeeper.

His searching interview, medical examination and final acceptance as Supernumerary
Lightkeeper took place at the (temporary) NLB HQ at North Bridge in Edinburgh. His first
lighthouse was to be at Sumburgh, at the southernmost extreme of Shetland, from where his
baptism of fire would be at the northernmost tip of the British Isles, Muckle Flugga, a station
he was destined to subsequently know well. Once the strangeness of his new career began to wear off, Lawrence settled

down to regular service life. His term as Super lasted far longer than he anticipated, but the pay was fair and he had the fu I
support of his fiancée Margaret, who was studying at the time, together with his family.

Travelling vast distances at completely unsocial hours by land, sea and air in all weather formed an integral part of Law-
renceds |ife. At one time he journeyed from the Flugga in the |very
diction, with three turns on Bell Rock on the East Coast for good measure. In fact he stood duty at ten different lighthouses as
a Super, revisiting some of them on different occasions. He forged strong friendships along the way, and came across the
other extreme @ ignorant, antagonistic keepers he could happily have kicked into the sea. But then lighthouse keeping is not

unique in that respect. Lawrence soon became familiar with the workings of paraffin lights, large compressed -air fog signals,
radio beacons, weather reporting, boat and ship reliefs, painting and lime washing and all the required skills of the pre -
automation era. His first major step into automation was during conversion work at Out Skerries: his last blast as a SLK befo re he

and Margaret married.

The couplebds first home in station quarters was at Cape Wraté,| one
As a team, Lawrence and Margaret made the best of their very basic home with all the drawbacks of extreme isolation,

made so much easier as they were together. There followed a transf
station. A baby daughter, combined with the chance to take oeejr hi
he had grown to love. Lawrence went on to be a pillar of his community, a writer, broadcaster and storyteller & the latter skill

being amply demonstrated in this volume.

With similar autobiographies written by both NLB and Trinity House keepers now available, the many striking differences be-

tween the two services can be readily judged. This hefty volume (a stout 0.62kg, or 1lb. 60z. in real weight) feels as if it has de-
veloped under a professional hand. Lawrence sets down an easy to read, anecdotal tale. His adventures carry the reader on

at a cracking pace. However, the narrative occasionally stumbles. For instance, at attempts to express locally accented lan-

guage phonetically. It simply does not work. Keen pharologists will also spot one or two minor errors, but they really do not hing
to spoil a rollicking good read.

Order you copy immediately o0y ou wondt be di sappointed.
All we need now are the reminiscences of an Irish lighthouse keeper...

Gerry Douglas -Sherwood (England)
WLS Executive Board Member

(Continued on page
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